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ABSTRACT:

Agricultural water utilization as other resources utilization is at a very low and
unacceptable level in Iran. Increasing water utilization without considering proper
utilization of other natural resources such as soil, plant, animal and land is an
impossible task.

Difficulties and problems facing the improvement of agricultural water utilization is
studied within the context of other natural resources utilization. Most important
problems confronting the increase of agricultural water utilization include:

Very small sizes of agricultural ownership, lacking modern secondary irrigation
network, irregular and unleveled field surfaces, unlined canal and irrigation ditches,
improper drainage, deterioration of irrigated land, absent of incentives for farming,
unsuitable agricultural credit system for water works, city oriented attitude in
government section absence of effective educational, research and extension centers for
offering assistance in gravity and pressurized irrigation systems priority of urban water
and electricity in dam building, unavailable and high cost of expertise required for water
resources supply and development, nonexistence of proper water users associations for
operation and maintenance of irrigation networks, not existence of proper judicial
system for water laws violations and absence or low number of demonstration farm
plots.

Ways for increasing agricultural water utilization was proposed and since each proposal
may require lengthy details of several pages , only the outline of these proposals were
given in this paper. These include: Establishing proper environment for enforcing set
policies of improving water utilization in agricultural sector, creating an elaborate
agricultural and natural resources data bank, reorganizing and moving soils and water
organizations to the important agricultural centers, establishment of agricultural
universities in important agricultural centers, detailed environmental studies in any type
of work in rural areas of the country, creating agricultural water users associations,
providing complete monitoring services, establishment of proper organizations for the
operation and maintenance of irrigation network , matching irrigation methods with soil,
plant, water and climatic condition of each agricultural area and providing needed
budget for increasing agricultural water utilization by devoting a small percentage of
crude oil income and devoting a certain percentage of profit gained by industries and
services sectors which are destroying the natural resources and polluting the
environment.

Although economic, social, cultural and political difficulties all contribute to low
agricultural water utilization , at present time the most important factor is economical.
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