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Training Women And Water Crisis

Women produce 80 percent of the food consumed in the poorest parts of the world, in some
places 95 percent. to do this, they first produce water. they spend up to eight hours a day
finding water sources, collecting water, storing it and purifying it.

In urban centres, they use water to make ice cream, drinks and other small scale products
that they sell to raise cash income to purchase clothing, medicine, ....

These women are the sole bread winners of their family and they are responsible for family
welfare. this is due to war and other accident, often the cause is migration of men to cities in
search of paid work. female - headed households are growing.

Thus, water is a matter of livelihood to them, they are responsible for family. they must work
on farm or make small scale products and sell them. further more, they are responsible for
cooking, washing, caring for the sick and for infants, nutrition, hygiene and their familie’s health.

These facts must form the basis of any deliberations about women who work on farm.

In this developed world, these women, we have described above are not responsible for the
massive depletion of the earth’s water resources. it is us gourmands who consume food
produced for away which has to be trucked to our tables.

It is those of us who have benefited from the impressive process of industrialization who have
caused the pollution of half of the rivers on earth.

Thus, all new plans and proposals need to be based on the question :

“

who will this benefit ?

" New crop irrigation system may be designed and installed, but unless women have a voice in
the local organizations which control those systems, and a say in the design of those
systems, then the new provisions will benefit only male farmers.

women are targeted as a particular category of water users, who need to be consulted on
location of installations, design, pricing and management.

If we want all water users to take responsibility for protection and conservation of the earth’s
water resources, then we have to ensure that everybody is able to participate. thus women’s
capacities for effective participation in the public sphere need to be enhanced. This includes not
only giving them access to skills, but also ensuring that their livelihoods are secure. No one can
take responsibility for the long - term protection of natural resources when their day - to - day
existence is precarious.

Centuries of experience in local water management have left women with a large pool of skills
of low - cost strategies in this field. when this know ledge is acknowledged, build on and
developed, and when women’s self - confidence, independence and equitable access to
natural, social and economic resources are thereby increased, the result is for more efficient,
cost - effective and sustainable systems of water management.



s

Olyd) iSay § (5l Lo disas



	ãäÇÈÚ

