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The Participatory Approach to the Integrated Management of Soil and Water

A. A. Montazar ® and S. A. Heydarian®

ABSTRACT

Management of natural resources is one of the most complicated types of resource and
production management. Variety in both living and non-living deposits and inputs into a
system, variety in the system environment including man-made or natural structures and
the vastness of the area affected are only some of the aspects revealing the complexities.
As the most principal element in the natural ecosystem, man has a definitive role in the
sustainability of the system.

Defining clear and definite boundaries of an ecosystem, watersheds are complexes of
elements and complicated relations between man and the nature, which are based on the
element of water. Watershed management and management of soil and water resources
can play a fundamental role in the proper and sustainable operation and use of these
resources if only based on a systemic approach. Programs of water and soil management
which are not based on a sound appreciation of the local users, their interrelationships
and social systems, and their participation in the different levels of planning, design,
implementation, operation and maintenance will fail to exercise any practical effect and
will lose their effectiveness when compared with activities in neighboring areas.
Governments’ failure in managing the resources and the development of the idea, over
the past two decades, of relegating management undertakings to local communities are
indications of the fact that full public participation must be part and parcel of all resource
planning and management in order to ensure proper implementation, maintenance and
supervision.

Sporadic experiences have been gained in the integrated and participatory
management of soil and water management in Iran, which have not yet led to the
development of any appropriate model or any systematic and well-defined procedure.

These experiences as well as those gained in most Asian, African and Latin American
countries; however, indicate that local communities possess the willingness to undertake
the responsibilities of resource planning and management. The requirement in this regard
is that the transition through strategic experience must be accomplished through
intelligent methods.

It is the aim of this study to present and compare the successful experiences gained
in Iran and elsewhere, which will be used to introduce a new participatory approach to this
particular type of planning and management (participatory management). The study
further makes efforts to describe the strategies and techniques involved in the integrated
management of soil and water and its role in increasing the productivity from these
resources as well as in the mitigation of damages, destruction and exploitation caused by
mismanagement and improper operation and use of resources

PhD Student , Dept. of Irrigation, Tehran Univ., Iran.
Manager of the Hableh-Rood River National Project and Academic Member of Watershed and Soil
Protection Research Center, Tehran, Iran.
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